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During the immediate centuries before Christ, there were two great political forces in India -
the Mauryan and the Andhra - that built empires exercising suzerainty over vast territories. As
the fortunes of the Mauryans dwindled, the Andhras extended their authority over central and
eastern India. At one time, the Andhras held their sway over the present Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. The state of Andhra
Pradesh is historically very closely associated with those states even today.
The age of Satavahanas is a significant period not only in the Andhra history but also in
the Indian history. There are some scholars who believe that efforts were made during this
period to 'arvanlze the Dravldian culture'. Others believe that there was a greater 'dravidization'
of the Aryan culture In respect of concept, thought, practice, rituals, worship, social practices
and social laws. Whichever way one looks at it, it is certain that there was a wide-spread
fusion and a firm basis for a pan-Indian way of life was laid during this time. The Andhras
were not merely influenced by the northerners but they practically intermixed with them and
developed parallel patterns by producing rsls and law-givers like Bodhayana and Apastamba.,
One of the seven great cities of ancient India, Kanchipuram, was founded around this
period. It Is situated in the area then known as Aravanadu, called by the Tamils as 'northern
country', it flourished as a centre of great learning and of cultural confluence. It is said
that Chanakya, the author of Artha &&stra and the shining jewel of the Mauryan empire was
associated with Kanchl. Several Buddhist and Jain scholars besides Sanskrit scholars received
their education and training here.
The word 'Dravidian' acquired a new and broader meaning after a cultural synthesis was
achieved at Kanchipuram. It is a well known fact that the elitist society of the southern
and northern cultural regions is divided into 'Pancha-Dravidas' and 'Pancha-Gowdas' (Pancha
means five). To the former category belong the Andhras, the Tamils, the Kannadigas, the
Maharashtriana and the Gujaratis. It may also be noted that the Pancha-Dravidas were strict
vegetarians whereas the Pancha-Gowdas were not.
The contribution of the Andhras to the world, specially the eastern hemisphere, comprises
their successful effort to carry the message of the Buddha along with their own perspective of
his teachings. The famous Acharyas who were responsible to spread Buddhism abroad and
whose unsurpassable acquisition of knowledge brought crores of followers to Buddhism in the
far East (in countries like China and Japan) and several south-east Asian countries including
Sri Lanka and Mayanmar (Burma) hailed from Andhra. For instance, Buddha Ghosha, an
authority on Hlnayana and Nagarjuna of the Mahayana fame are held in reverence in all those
countries for their eminence and exposition of the Buddhist tenets. In short, their voice was
treated as the voice of Lord Buddha and an estimated 350 millions or more in the far East
follow Buddhism today.